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Dates to Remember

March 19—Showcase

& Salads—Talks from

some of our newer
members with a salad
supper.

March 21—Workshop
—Zippered Bags with
Rena Hernandez (at
Couts Methodist
Church!)

April 16—Comfort
Quilt Sew-In (At Couts

Methodist Church)

May 21—Marci
Baker—Top Secret
Bindings.

May 22—Workshop—
Top Secret Bindings

June 18—Tina Hilton,
Malaysian Batik

Oct 15-18 Rockhouse
Quilt Retreat

LOOSE THREADS

Newseterofthe Quitr's uid of Parker County ~ Weatherfrd, Texas

President’s Piece

Being the "fan girl" that I've often admitted to being, | thoroughly enjoyed
Krista Moser's lecture and workshop last month. | hope others enjoyed it as
much as | did. One of my non-guild friends, who took the workshop, said it
was the best Zoom workshop she has ever attended.

Speaking of workshops, | would like to encourage everyone to give them a
try, especially those of you who are reluctant to do so. And bring along a
friend! The March workshop is a good opportunity to give it a try, since
there is no workshop fee and only minimal supplies required. Rena Hernan-
dez will make inexpensive basic kits available in case you don't have the
specific parts needed - but please register in advance and let her know.

Our workshops are a wonderful opportunity to learn new techniques
through nationally recognized teachers. At only $30, the fee we must
charge (to cover the cost charged by the teacher) is significantly lower than
in other guild's. In order to keep providing these opportunities, we need our
workshops to fill in order to cover our costs.

Look for a survey to be coming soon to give your opinions about what pro-
grams and workshops you would like to see in 2027. Your input through this
survey, and directly to guild leadership, will guide our choices in the future!
| look forward to sampling your yummy salads and desserts at our March
meeting! Until then, happy sewing!

Karen Pickford

j President’s Challenge—Be sure to
read the article!
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QUILTER’S GUILD OF PARKER COUNTY
Meeting Minutes, February 19, 2026

The meeting was called to order at 6:45 PM Presi-
dent Karen Pickford. Karen announced that the pre-
vious minutes had been approved by the Board, as
had the Treasurer’s Report.

Board Reports:

e Since we have a growing membership and
many Comfort Quilt donors, the Board has asked
that all Comfort quilts at a given meeting be
shown as a group and not individually at Show
and Tell. This will allow Show and Tell to progress
in a timely manner.

e President’s Challenge: Please see the Febru-
ary newsletter for instructions

e Karen thanked all the volunteers who helped
set up and asked for additional volunteers to
help

e We still need a Raffle Quilt Chair

e We are looking for a “Treasurer in Training”,
as well as volunteers to help with the Guild in-
ventory

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
Comfort Quilts:

e Quilts delivered: 12 large quilts to Freedom
House, 25 to CASA, several to the Humane Socie-
ty and placemats to Meals On Wheels

e Comfort Quilt Sew-In: Thursday, April 21, 1-6
at Couts. Regular meeting will follow at Couts, 6-
7

Sunshine and Shadows:

e Dixie Ehrhorn’s husband, Dan, fell and broke
his wrist

e Debbie Shrauner parents are both undergo-
ing treatment for cancer

e Rex and Debbie Shrauner report receiving
good news from MD Anderson regarding their
daughter Kate

e Jerre Dale’s husband sprained his back

e Sarellen Loomis is awaiting treatment for

stomach cancer

e Valerie Bailey Davidson had surgery on her
right hand

e Jean Lolley asks that we remember all the
caretakers

e Donna Ellis’s fiancé, Pat Yochum, is in the
hospital in serious condition

e Gwenna Lee Evans sewed totes for 4 grand-
children during the storm

e Gail Coe is awaiting the birth of a great-
grandson

Bees:

e Information on Bees is on the website

e Blockheads will meet Saturday, March 7 at
10am at Couts. Jerre Dale will demonstrate
French Braid quilts

Retreat:

e Guild Retreat scheduled for Oct 15-18, 2026
at Rock House Retreat Center, Santo, TX

e Cost $350 + S50 if you go the night before

e See Astrid West for details

Membership:

e Dues will continue at $25. They are due to-
night. (See Dee if you are unable to pay)

e Complete the Membership Form even if you
are exempt

e New Membership List will be published in
March

e 62 members have not renewed

e We have a Facebook Group

e Current Membership: 176 (178 with 2 new
members)

e Present tonight: 62, 6 visitors

e Door Prizes; Visitor: Donna Dalton, Name
Tag: Joyce Bruton, Member: Kathy Schoop

Publicity:

e The Guild Program cards are here
e Karen was interviewed for the Weatherford
NOW magazine.




Programs:

e March 19: Showcase and Salads. Bring a pot-
luck dish. Three of our newer members will talk
about their quilting journey

e Workshop: March 21 at Couts, 9-3—Make a
Zippered Purse taught by Rena Hernandez. No
fee but registration required

o April 16: Sew In at Couts, 1-6. There will be
kits available

e May 21: Top Secret Bindings with Marci Baker
in person

e Workshop: May 22—Top Secret Bindings

e June 18: Malaysian Batiks with Tina Hilton in
person

e Workshop: June 19—Mini Art Quilt using Ba-
tik Art Panels and Hand Dyed Fabric.

e July 16—Corey Pearson (Linda’s Electric Quilt-
ers) in person, QISS System

e Workshop: July 17: QISS (Quilting Is So Sim-
ple). No registration Fee. S50 materials fee. Corey
will bring Sew Slip Mats

Quilts Show:
e Major fundraiser for Guild
e September 18-19, Set up Sept 17
e Theme: Star Spangled 250
e 100 quilts needed

e How can you help?
Show and Tell was held
Program with Krista Moser

Karen adjourned the meeting at 8:26PM

When making out a check, please make sure
you date and sign it!

President’s Challenge!

This year’s challenge is a bit different than previous
ones. It is somewhat of a combination of Block of the
Month and Round Robin, for those familiar with
those terms. You will not be given a specific theme,
but rather you pick your own starting place (block)
and will be given instructions to add to your quilt
throughout the year. This month’s beginning instruc-
tions are below. Every two months from now through
October, there will be additional instructions for add-
ing another simple border. In December, at our Holi-
day party, we will reveal your completed quilts and
members will vote on their favorites. Yes, there will
be prizes! (Shhhh - Please try to keep your project a
secret from other guild members until the big reveal.)

Keep in mind that the final project should be no larg-
er than 120” in perimeter (around the quilt.) The quilt
can be square, rectangular or even hexagonal or oc-
tagonal. The pieced borders that you add do not
need to go around the entire quilt - they can be par-
tial, with the rest of the border filled in with strips of
fabric. The photos are shown as examples (and what
inspired my choice for the challenge) but are not
made according to the Challenge plan that will be
revealed throughout the year. Please contact me at
kjpickford20@gmail.com if you have any questions.
Here are the steps to begin this Challenge:

1. Find or make a center block. It can be an orphan
block (pieced or applique), a small panel block, a
t-shirt, a photo printed on fabric, fussy-cut fabric,
embroidery, etc. (The photo below shows a few
of the possible choices.) The block should not be
too big (maybe 8.5"-12”) and can be square or
rectangle or other. It should be small enough that
it has room to grow without getting too large.

2. Choose fabrics that coordinate with your block -
or go for contrast! Your first border should use a
checkerboard pattern. The easy way to do this is
to sew 2 strips (appx. 1.5"-2”) together, pressing
the seam to the darker fabric. Cut these strips by
the same measurement you cut the original
strips. Flip the small strips and sew them togeth-
er with seams nesting to form your border strip.
Apply as desired to your center block - remem-
ber, it doesn’t have to go all the way around and
doesn’t have to be symmetrical. Be creative!

3. Have fun with it! This is your own personal, one-
of-a-kind creation.

4. Stay tuned for further instructions in April.

See President’s column for pictures.
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Sarellen Loomis — Scope on Mar 12 and on to
Oncologist.

Francis Randall — Son retiring after 26 years
as Marine.

Frances, owner of Frances Fabrics in Graham,
passed away.

Marsha Corlley & Yvonne Wolfsen rejoice to
have a 6 day instead of 3 day retreat at Lone
Camp with Bridget and Sheila Hill during the
snow/ice storm!

Donna Ellis fiancé out of hospital but on outpa-
tient kidney dialysis.

For those quilters who are caregivers for
spouses.

Continued care for Shrauners fighting 3 family
cancers.

Membership News

2026 Membership List now available

Thanks to everyone who submitted their
yearly membership dues. We have a new
membership list posted on the website under
the Members Only section. Please review
once it is posted to make sure your infor-
mation is correct. If you have questions,
please contact Dee Bradford, membership
Chair.

QGPC 25th Anniversary Needle Minders for sale

We have a few remaining needle minders from our
QGPC 25th anniversary celebration available for $5
each. We also have a handful of the old QGPC pins
for 5. Rena will be selling these next to the work-

shop signups at the March meeting.

Comfort Quilts

Each April, the Quilters Guild of Parker County devotes its
April meeting to a comfort quilt sew-in event. Sewing ma-
chines take a trip for the day along with other piecing ne-
cessities. We set up our machines and enjoy an afternoon
of sewing with fellow members. Lots of tops get started
with even some being completed that day. A light sand-
wich supper finishes the sewing section with a short
meeting closing the day. Our stuff gets packed up and pro-
jects head on home to be finished.

Lots of kits are made for the sew-in. The guild gets fabric
donations during the year that are turned into kits for you
to pick up and work on. Some are simple strippie kits.
Others are a little more complicated. Patterns are chosen
to have few steps and basic sewing skills. It’s a good time
to use up some of our fabric donations.

You are not limited to guild created kits. If you have a
stash you want to work on and a pattern you like, please
feel free to make your own kit. Just try to stay within the
quilt size recommendations found on the Guild website.

If you are looking for some pattern ideas, here are two
websites that may help. Maryquilts.com has a link list of
over 50 sets of instructions on her website for simple to
piece quilts. Everything from churn dashes to half-square
triangles to nine patches and string quilts. Another go to
site is ilovequiltingforever.com. Here you will find 1000+
free patterns from beginner to advanced applique and
piecing. This site has a search engine to help you locate a
pattern you can download and try out. Right now they are
showcasing some seasonal choices for Spring, St. Patrick’s
Day and Easter but you can search for just about any kind
of quilt you want to do. Got a jelly roll? 18 free patterns.
10 easy baby quilts. 17 for charm packs. You can really go
down a rabbit hole if you start searching here.

So get ready for day of fun quilting and great conversa-
tions. Sharing ideas with other quilters. Making some-
thing that will light up a life. Doing something we like to
do. Let’s put the pedal to the metal and Make Some
Quilts!!




COMING ATTRACTIONS!

March 19— Showcase & Salads

We will be inviting some of our newer members to share with us
some of their quilts and their quilting journey. We are also asking
#:3 you to bring either a salad or dessert to share. We will eat and fel-
lowship before the meeting.

March 21—Workshop—Rena Hernandez and Karen Pickford will be m

showing you how to make zippered bags. This will be held at Couts Meth- = _
odist Church. Saturday March 21, from 9am—3pm. This is a FREE class;

however, Registration is required. See Trish Kilinsky at the workshop table
for signups. Class is limited to 30 people so act fast and get your spot.
Supply list is on next page.

Pack up your sewing machines and come join us for our an-
nual Sew In at Couts Methodist Church on April 16th! Don't miss
this fun opportunity to get to know our members better and
make comfort quilts for our community. Feel free to bring a quilt
. project of your own choice, or choose one of the 30 kits Lynn

aa. aa Main creates. Arrival timeis 1 PM, followed by dinner at 6 PM,
provided by QGPC. Our usual meeting will begin at 6:45PM.

)

Workshop—Friday, May 22—Top Secret Bindings

Frustrated with your bindings? You don’t have to go under cover as a secret agent
to learn the ins and outs of making a perfect binding because the secrets will be
revealed to you. We will discuss the causes in order to avoid the pitfalls of common
binding problems like rounded, pointed, and tucked in corners, lumpy finishes, and
bindings that are not filled to the edge. While making your own Quilter’s Pocket-
book, you will find out how bias, grain, double-fold, strip width, mitered corners
and a smooth ending come into play. From The Quilt Binding Bible.




SUPPLY LIST:

Sewing Machine with zipper foot, rotary cutter, cutting mat and rulers.

A pair of sharp scissors (I use Karen Buckley’s medium size for this project).

Iron and ironing mat (it is helpful to have a small iron and mat at your station)

1-yard Fusible fleece (or batting or fusible foam)

1 yard of medium weight fusible interfacing OR “Grid interfacing”

If you don’t want to draw the grid lines yourself (it's easy for this small project, I'll show you how)
Pen or sharp pencil

Fabric clips

14 inch or longer zipper

Two 1 inch “D” rings (Hobby Lobby has them).

50 to 75- 2.5 inch various fabric squares. Coordinate the colors or make it scrappy using just your
stash. It's a good idea to have these squares cut before class.

One half (1/2) yard of lining fabric and coordinating thread.

This zippered bag is the medium sized, (6.5 inches W X 4 inches High and 3.5 inches Deep). It is the
J. Howel Boxed Zipper Pouch (youmakeitsimple.com)

We are going to create our own squared fabric for the outside to get the outer fabric panels. Once we
create this panel of squared fabrics, you will quilt it on your machine. You can use regular batting, fu-
sible fleece orfusible foam, its completely up to you. If you have never made a zippered pouch before
| would recommend using a stiff batting and a heavy fusible interfacing to give the bag a good struc-
ture. Keep in mind this will get thick in spots but don’t be intimidated. Your machine can handle it.
Bring extra needles just in case.

NOTE: | have fusible grid interfacing if you want to buy it from me. | also have several zippers
in various colors. | also have tons of batting scraps I'll have for the taking.




Rena Bean Longarm
Service

Edge to Edge quilting service 1.5 cents per square inch

2 week turn around time.
Call me today to set up a drop-off time and location.
817-458-8409

Quilt Guild of Parker County Member

Custom Memory Quilts
ONGARM Custom T-Shirt Quilts

@8§53A | Longarm Quilting Seryice

(951) 440-2576
Springtown, TX

817-341-17




ADVERTISING RATES

ter the board meeting.

The Quilters Guild of Parker County is a

501c3 non-profit organization. The Guild

1 MONTH 3 MONTHS
2 Lines $2 $5 meets on the third Thursday of each month
"Av%' Business Card $7 $15 beginning at 6:45 PM at the Lakeshore Baptist
3 4 1/4 Page 510 525 Church, 200 S. Lakeshore Drive in Hudson
&7 1/2 Page $20 $50
N The newsletter deadline is 2 days af- Oaks, TX.

The publicis invited to attend two meetings

gratis prior to being asked to join. Membership
Visit our website for the latest news is open to anyone interested in quilts or quilting.

QUILTERSGUILDOFPARKERCOUNTY.ORG
March 19, 2026

The Executive Board meeting is the first Thursday
of the month at 6PM. Members are welcome
Meeting begins at 6:45 pm to attend via Zoom.
Lakeshore Baptist Church
200 S. Lakeshore Dr.

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087

Copyright 2024 Reproduction of this newsletter
in any form, in part or whole, may not be used
without written permission from the editor,

authors and organization.
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